INTRODUCTION.
In the spring of 1914 the attention of the Geological Survey was called to complaints of damage done by cormorants to salmon fisheries of the Gaspe coast. As the charges seemed serious, and as systematic effort was being made to secure legislative assistance in controlling the damage, the writer was detailed For a proper understanding of the principles to be considered before a species is condemned, the following points bearing upon the subject are advanced. The number of a species is dependent upon three main factors: food supply, enemies, and birth rate. In order of importance they vary with the species and the conditions, permanent and fluctuating, under which they live. For the purpose of the present paper, and as they relate to salmon vs. birds, the above order of importance probably represents normal comparative values.
The birth rate being controlled within the species itself, through the influence of evolution, is flexible and can reasonably be supposed to 
